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Sustainable 
development goals and 
country-speciﬁ c targets
We welcome the ef for t s by 
Robert Cohen and colleagues1 to 
promote country-specific targets for 
post-2015 health goals.
Country-specific targets resonate 
more with local policy makers, 
health systems workforces, and the 
population than do global-level 
targets, however well conceived 
such targets might be. Country-
based targets can be used to 
improve human rights, achieve social 
justice and fairness, and offer the 
opportunity to make realistic strides 
to strengthen health systems for the 
beneﬁ t of all citizens.
Ideally, country-specific targets 
should be at the forefront of 
discussions about post-2015 sus-
tainable development goals. When 
developed locally by a participative 
and inclusive process, country-
specific indicators provide a sense 
of ownership, more transparent 
governance, and greater accountability 
at the local level. As such, locally 
agreed and owned targets are the 
most credible drivers for achievement 
of the post-2015 agenda. 
The cornerstone of country-speciﬁ c 
targets should be at the local level, 
and the sustainable development 
goals should be regarded as an 
unparalleled opportunity to develop 
the human resources for health 
and to build public health capacity. 
Programmes to provide the skills 
and resources necessary to promote 
achievement of the country-speciﬁ c 
targets could be informed by, among 
other initiatives, Global Health 
Service Partnerships to build clinical 
expertise and leadership,2 and on 
Rwanda’s Human Resources for 
Health Program to deliver change at 
a local level.3
If the next step in international 
development is to unite the growing 
number of political, academic, and 
philanthropic players in global health, 
we need a mechanism to accommodate 
the unified goals while maintaining 
some flexibility to reflect different 
realities in countries and to ensure 
ownership. Locally conceived and 
inclusively developed targets with 
local polices to achieve these might be 
the best way towards achievement of 
sustainable development.
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